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EXDIS, DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS, FOR AMB. PICKERING AND USDEL 
E.O. 11652: GDS 


TA JO US PGOV PDIP 


SUBJECT: HUSSEIN VISIT TO U.S. 
ATHERTON FROM SAUNDERS 
REF: AMMAN 2013 


1 . AMBASSADOR PICKERING'S REPORT OF SHARAF S SOUNDINGS 
ABOUT A HUSSEIN VISIT TO THE U.S. HAS NOT YET BEEN DIS- 
CUSSED WITH THE SECRETARY. BUT WE BELIEVE AMBASSADOR HANDLED 
THE PROBE WELL. 


2. FOR ATHERTON: YOU WILL RECALL THAT THE PAPER ON 
"OBJECTIVES FOR THE ATHERTON MISSION" SUGGESTED THAT YOU 
MIGHT DISCUSS WITH HUSSEIN A WORKING VISIT IN APRIL OR MAY. 
IN LIGHT OF OUR NEW THINKING ON STRATEGY (STATE 54290), AND 
THE REVISED TIMETABLES WE MAY HAVE TO CONSIDER, IT WOULD 
PROBABLY BE BEST TO AVOID MENTION OF ANY SPECIFIC TIME 
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FRAME FOR A POSSIBLE VISIT. WE SUGGEST YOU TAKE THE LINE 
WITH HUSSEIN OR SHARAF THAT WE ARE CERTAINLY NOT OPPOSED IN 
PRINCIPLE TO A WORKING VISIT, BUT THAT THE TIMING OF SUCH 
A VISIT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED IN THE LIGHT OF PROGRESS IN 
THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. YOU MIGHT SAY THAT WE WOULD WANT TO 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ALL THE RELEVANT FACTORS AND CONSIDER 
WHEN A POSSIBLE VISIT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL (AND CONVENIENT) 
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